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᾿ You can judge a growing bank 
᾿ by the companies it keeps 


For 60 years, Bank Hapoalim has been a leading force 


: ‘ New York-Los Angeles 
in Israel's growing economy. By Consistently providing Chicago-Philadelphia 
malet ep teoreons and institutions with the ao 
professional services and expertise expandin ἢ : 
businesses require. In israel and abroad. ᾿ Fath inmunee 
Backed by over $19 billion in assets, Bank Hapoalim Buenos Aires-Sao Paulo : 
is Israel's leading bank in growth and profits. Caracas-Mexico City : 
Montevideo: Punta del Este 
Panama City-Cayman Islands 


And over 330 branches of the groupin Israel 


isn’t it time you met us. Head Office: 50 Rothschild Bivd. Tal Avy, Israel 


Bank Hapoalim:. 


we cover Israel in one 
beautiful package 


The Rimon Inn 


The Galei Kinnereth 
eiberins 


The t incon’ 
Herzlia-on-Sea 


‘The Sinai 
co 


The sun-drenched sands of the 8] 
δε Mediterranean at Herzlta-on-Sea THE SHARON 
" ak the museums, shops and fun [φ] 
' ᾿ ὶ of Tel Aviv THE SINAI 
‘ ἢ ᾿ the ancient beauty 
Μ᾿ of Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee THE GALE! KINNERETH 
t : : the picturesque charm 
; of the artists colony at Safed THE RIMON INN The ( + 
. the Caribboan mood Π] alei Eilat 
; of Eilat on the Red Sea [ia] THE NEPTUNE G a 
{2 i 
te. 


and THE GALE! EILAT 


all of this In one easy-to-book package. 


Your local travel agent will be giad τὸ quote you ratas and give you mare specili 
information on any of these hotels. Or write directly to the IRH Raservations 
Center c/o The Sharon, Herzlri-on-Sea, Israel. All [RH hotels are represented 
world-wide by'SRS-STEIGENBERGER RESERVATION SERVICE. IRA 
ISRAEL RESORT HOTELS 


In Johannesburg: A subsidiary of the Israel Land 
Telephone: (11)8 33-68 66/68 91, Telex: 86 294 Devatopment Company Ltd. 


Sony, 


I don’t speak 
(check one) 

0 Hebrew 

QO French 


Π Ge 1 ANEW 3 STAR HOTEL ΕΒ’ tHe 
Egpaiiieh > τὸ IN JERUSALEM υἱηρηῆιι 


QO Dutch 


QO Greek JERUSALEM 

0 Itali ᾿ 2 Mendele St.,Talbieh Jerusalem 92147. lirael, 
ie Tel 26536 WINT! Wwinrit 

0 Japanese Tel 663-8 Telex: 

ῃ English ἃ 23 kosher restaurants Sabbath elevator 


Tongue-tied? 6 y of How | , Jes 133 rooms 
To Get What we Wee in Nine ok Function facilit 


pinguages for your .next trip. εἰς Walking distance of the Old City 
vallabl Post, 
PO. Baa en eon Manager: Ben Shefet. Moan. Pir: Fred Hall 
Israel. Price IS 103 (US$6.00 for }- ΜΝ ᾿ EN, as τ ΟΣ 
Overseas readers), includes postage . ee ΤΩ 

and handling. 3 


The Airline ᾿ re People of Nat 
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Next Year in Jerusalem 
and the next... and the next... 
in your own condominium in 


THE KNESSET TOWER 
APARTMENT HOTEL 


THE OPPORTUNITY YOU MAY Awarm Shalom and Baruch Haha 
HAVE MISSED AT THE PLAZA? will await you aach time you 

We have on offer at special return to your home away from 
opemng prices ἃ limited number hate. 

of apartments in Jerusalem's only Come in ane talk to Mickey Janks 
Apartment Hotel soaring of JH Isaacs and Co Ltd 
completion — of course 1st floor, Mansion House 
Government Appraved 132 Market St. Jhb 


, All this for an unbeatable price with unique credit facilities. 


- REGEV Touring & Travelling Ltd. 
Tel-Aviv, 15 Frishmén 63678, Tel. 223281. 


Tel. 28-1066 
Or write for a tull colour brochure 
JH Isaacs and Co Ltd 


Situated in a quiet residantiat 
ἅτε 8 easily accessible ta the cily 


centre 
Luxurious professionally ne Bon 8575 
ducuratad, furnished and i 


equipped apartmants 
Enyay the faciitis provided by a 


requlat hutel 
Φ Export Management 
.« Survuce Facidibes 
¢ Kosher Restaurant and 


(οὐ ει" Bar 
“  Puokand Tanns Court - 
anda lot river 
Stay as lang as you hky an 
ΟΝΓΓΠῚ QP ΠῚ ΠΕ 1 your 
absence 


EAN "| 


IT’S THE GREAT TRIP 
TO SOUTH AFRICA & ZIMBABWE (RHODESIA) 


Includes special visits to Sun City in (Bophuthatswana), the 
Cape of Good Hope, Cayetown, Swaziland, Zululand, the 
Garden Route, gold and diamond mines, the famous Kruger 
Park Game Reserve, Salisbury — capital of Zimbabwe 
"(Rhodesia), the magnificent Victoria Falls, 


Departure dates: 6/7/82 20/7/82 


Duration of La 22 days 
_ Price — $ 2,772 


$1603. cash dou -payment with booking. $1,169. in 
12 monthly installments. In shekels, Unlinked, 
According to S.A.A.’s credit plan. 


Price includes full board (half-board in major cities). 


Tickets and ragistration: 


τς ἐν δεν a) 
JUST GO through that fence, said 

our guide, and someone will come 

ta meet you, Sure enough, after we 

had gone only a few metres we 

heard singing behind us and a group 
of young Zulu women, wearing only 
short braided grass skirts, came up 

to lead us to the kraat (village). 

When leaving Durban, | had as- 
sumed that I would see the staged 
folklore-for-the-tourisis one usually 
experiences while travelling all over 
the world. Instead 1 found myself 
experiencing what is probably the 
closest real contact that a tourist 
can achieve in a one-day excursion. 

Responsible for this minor 
miracle was Kingsley Holgate, a 
South African who grew up, he told 
us, speaking Zulu before he spoke 
English and who separated from his 
Zulu playmates only when he went 
to school. He met us In the village of 
Eshowe, a former Norwegian Mis- 
sion station now the capital and ad- 
ministrative centre of Zululand. 

The name of the village comes 
from the Zulu word for “wind in the 
trees” and recalls the fuct that in- 
digenaus forest once vovered the 
areu. A stall forest reserve is still 
one of the ven! altractions, as is an 
ald fort containing a small collec- 
tion of Zulu artifacts os well as arti- 
cles from early while settlement in 
the region. 

What the museum cannot convey 
is the great and brutal struggle that 
encompassed the region in the 19th 
century when the great Zulu 
kingdom of Chaka challenged and 
almost overcame the mighty British 
Empire. 

But the iron spears, the woven 
baskets and the beaded head-dresses 


PAGE FOUR 


HAIM SHAPIRO, The J 


ee ee 


ΠῚ 2 


he Zul 


shuld 


erusalem Post’s travel writer, recently spent 
two weeks touring South Africa as guest of the South African Tourist 
Corporation (Satour), to gather material for.this supplement. 


experience 


Witch doctors, beer and grass skirts are part of life in the kraal. 


all arranged in cases, were no 
substitute for a meeting with the 
Zulus themselves. Men, in their 
traditional dress, greeted us at the 
entrance to the woven grass hut into 
which we were invited, According 
to Kingsley, many Zulus wear 
western clothing during the week 
but on Sunday, they put on their 
leopard skins and go off to a part 
or a wedding feast. i 

Grass huts are a perfect habita- 
tion. The fibres allow air to cir- 
culate, and in the rain they swell 
and become water-tight. There is no 
hole for the smoke of the fire in the 
centre of the hut to escape as the 
smoke serves lo keep insects away. 
The floor is made from a mixture of 
cow manure and mud, smoothed 
over. 

It is raising cattle, we learned, 
that constitutes the major economic 
activity of the Zulus, Land is owned 
in common, in the name of the king. 
Owning cuttle is a sign of wealth. A 
wife might cost 12 cows — or more 
if she is nlready pregnant. 

The atmosphere inside the Zulu 
hut was congenin! and warm. Soon 
the men und women, seated on op- 
posite sides, began to sing, accom- 

tinied by a drum and an intriguing 
lnwrsiners that sounded something 
like an electric guitar. The latter 
looked somewhal like an open- 
ended drum and hid a small hole in 
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its skin through which a small stick 
was placed, and held by a plug. The 
musician would first wet his hands 
and then gently stroke the slick as if 
he were: milking a cow, producing a 
tich reverberating sound. 

We were of course invited to taste 
the Zulu beer — a thick reddish 
brew, with a taste that might be 
compared to Guinness, but more 
concentrated. The beer, kept in a 
black clay pot, only lasts for a few 
days and it is a special occasion 
whenever anyone ‘makes some. The 
gourd from which the beer is drunk 
is passed from the eldest to the 
youngest, with the men drinking 
before the women. We, too, in turn 
received the gourd, quaffing down 
the entire contents in one gulp. 

With each helping of beer the 
singing became more melodious 
and gradually men, women and 
young girls rose to dance, One song, 
a new pop Zulu hit, is about the 
m'bodice(the brassiere) and 
whether or not it should be worn, 
Married Zulu women do cover 
their breasts with a square piece of 
animal skin, which allows easy ac- 
cess for a suckling baby. They also 
cover their hair, cach tribal group 
with their own distinctive head- 
covering. 

Among the women we saw, some 
had a beaded head-covering not un- 
like a beret. Another group had 


large, conical wool-and-wicker ar- 
rangements coloured with red 
ochre, a dye used for hair and fuce 
as well. Vastly different was the 
head-covering of yet another 
woman we saw at the kraal, a witch- 
doctor, 

The title seemed perhaps a bit 
bombastic for the rather pleasant- 
looking young woman, with white 
braided strands hanging down all 
around her head. Her profession, 
we were told, Is not one that 
precludes having a husband and 
children, but she definitely has a 
special place in the society — one 
that is a mixture of judge, psy- 
chiatrist, social worker and physi- 
cian. Having passed a special train- 
ing period, she is in a pasition to set- 
tle quarrels, solve problems and 
tender advice. : 

So great is the influence.of the 
witch-doctors that they are often 
used by the police force. 

This witch-doctor waited for us in 
her special hut and as each of us 
entered, we uttered a special in- 
vocation to the spirits and showed 
the palms of our hands to prove we 
had no weapons. She demonstrated 
a type of question-and-answer 
dialogue with those assembled that 
sounded very muh like a revivalist 
sermon in the American South. 

The smell of grilled meat soon an- 
nounced that lunch was ready. We 
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ate, sitting on the flour, from ἃ 
wooden platter with only a wooden 
spaan as an implement. The meal 
consisted of steamed ground com 
with a cous cous like consistency, 
cooked white beans and a special 
kind of locul red bean, along with 
grilled steaks and home-made 
boerewors, the typical South African 
suusuge. 

Having had our fill of beer, we ac 
cepted un offer of tea, served in 
cups and saucers decorated with a 
willow pattern, with teaspoons 
evaporated milk. It was this one 
concession to Western influence 
thal brought home 10 us just how 
unique our experience h 

Soon we were making our way 
back through the bush, again ace 
compunied by singing girls who we 
felt we had come to know. h 

Back in the landrover whic! 
drove us around, Kina? ex- 
plained to us that a major © ᾿ 
activity in the kraal is its we he 
documentary film-making. This, πὸ 
adds, is what makes it Lpeaenee 
take around small groups of to 
from time to time without ¢ Y 
ing the scihenticl of the see . 
terfering too much with the 
the people. 

there are, in fact, a number fo 
other, larger farms where ba 
can come to see Zulu folklore in 
greater comfort, No doubt many 
visitors to South Africa wore 
prefer that kind of experience, 
for the adventurous, this is pro! yh 
the least “touristic” of trav 
periences. - 

Kingsley Holgate can be contacted 
by writing:.P.O.B. 103, Eshowe 3815. 
Zululand, South Africa. 
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WHAT do ostriches have to do with 
Jews? 

Not much, unless you happen to 
come from Oudtshoorn, a setile- 
ment which boasts that it is the 
capital of the Little Karoo, one of 
the more arid parts of South Africa. 
According to ils Jewish residents, 
Oudtshoorn is the “mother com- 
munity" of South African Jewry, 
which was drawn there by the os- 
triches. 

In the shadow of the mountains 
nearby, the ostriches roam about, 
much as cattle might in the 
American southwest. It was ἰῇ the 
mid-19th century that farmers first 
thought of raising the ungainly birds 
commercially, but it was only at the 
beginning of this century that whut 
the residents of Oudtshoorn still 
refer to as “the greut feather boom™ 
began. 

By that time the Jewish ostrich 
farmers in the area were well 


_ entrenched. There was a Jewish 


community of aver 500 with two 
synagogues. Jewish immigrants 
would come straight from Lithuania 
fo the Little Karoo, and the town 
itself was known affectionately in 
Yiddish as die kleine Yerushalayim. 

The feathers — the only part of 
the ostrich used in those days — 
were sent all over the world, 
providing the feather boas and trim- 
mings that ruled the fashion of the 
times, Then fashions changed, the 
bottom dropped out of the feathers 
business und the farmers simply let 
the ostriches run loose. 

Many of the Jewish settlers subse- 
quently left and they and their 
descendants are to be found today 
all over South Africa, in Israel and 
throughout the world. 


Feathered friends 


Ostriches—and Jews—flourish In Oudtshoorn. 
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Today there are once again os- 
trich farms, albeit on a smaller scale 
than in the past. Now all the 
feathers of male and females are 
clipped, not just the fine, white 
wing-feathers of the male birds asin 
the past. And, in addition, 
everything else is used us well. 
Ostrich skin is made into a type of 
leather, the meat is dried us biltong 
— the dry, sally meat that South 
Africans love to chew on — and the 
bones ure ground and used as [Ὁ Γ- 


tilizer. Anything left is ground up 
and fed back to the ostriches. 

The heritage of the feuther boom 
can be seen in the town itself, with 
its ornate turn-of-the-ventury 
buildings, homes with turrets und 
ornate, wrought-iron trimmings, 
and in the imposing neo-Gathic 
churches with stained-glass win- 
dows, so unlike the severe Calvinist 
style prevalent elsewhere in the 
Dutch Reforined churches of South 
AMriva. 


There is also another relic of the 

feather buom: the hund-carved 
wooden interior of a late-19th cen- 
tury synugogue, which now graces a 
special room in the local museum. 
Painted white and gold, the ornate 
ark and matching bia are said to 
be replicas of earlier ones in 
Lithuania, But somehow, the 
rococo influence seems to have 
been too great for there to be no 
evidence left of the era of the 
feather boom. 
ACCORDING to the members of 
the Jewish community, the decision 
to offer the synagogue to the 
Museum came at a time when the 
number of Jews was dwindling. One 
synagogue was unused und falling 
into disrepair. The curators jumped 
al the offer, even though it meant 
removing one whole wall to yet the 
ark in and lowering the Noor und 
raising the ceiling so chit it epuld fit 
in the room allotted fur it. 

The remaining synagogue is much 
less impressive. Butthe fact that the 
simall comunity sei holds a cuuly 
minvan speaks for the devotion of 
those who attend. There is also it 
schoul, a mikva and even a special 
room in which the women uf the 
vongregitivn prepare wine for Pes- 
sah. 

like many small Jewish 
enclaves, this une too has u spirit of 
hospitality that one does not find in 
the lirger communities. And like 
other such communities, the 
members also display intense locul 
pride — os well as a certain fear 
whout the future of the communily. 

Every Jew who leaves is con- 
sidered a direct loss. b:very three or 
anew rabbiis brought in 
, and is respunsible not 


only for preaching and teaching, hut 
for acting as sdoher and molel, 

But, as in muny places today, it is 
not only in Uhe synagogue that one 
feels the spirit of the Jewish com- 
muuily, Rather in Oudtshoorn it is 
in the factories und shops and 
warehouses where light banter, 
friendly competition and cusy 
camariderie prevail. tt is to be 
found in the Safari ostrich show 
farm, whose proprietor, Hurry 
Lipschitz, lives in the udjacent stone 
“ostrich palace’ that has been 
declared a national monument, 
where bus-loads of tourists come in 
daily to see ostrich races. 

One tourist attraction that is nat 
vwned by Jews is the nearby Cangu 
Caves which are uwned by the 
municipality. Locuted along ia 
Mountain pass that in itself is quite 
inipressive, the caves otler visitors 
not anly several kilometres’ walk 
throngh caverns of stulagites and 
stalagmites, but also such amenities 
us a ereche for infuuts and a kennel 
for cogs. 

Π| ΜΝ also at the restaurant af the 
caves that | had my opportunity to 
taste ostrich steak, There are those 
who say it is delicious. | would 
merely comment that it is in- 
teresting and rather chewy. Other 
tittractivns in the town inctude i 
game park and a crocouile farm. 

For me it was enough to saunter 
along the main street in which giant 
shopping centres have not yet suc- 
ceeded in) eradivating the «πιη}}- 
town spirit: and wtmosphere. 

Oudtshoorn today represents bul 
a sinall part of South Atrica’s Jewish 
community: af 120,000, but fur me it 
Wo very special area ta he 
remembered with londiess, 
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S.AA. is the only airline to offer you a credit 
shekels, unlinked, at the lowest possible interest. 


In addition, you have the pleasure of S 
arrangements, superb food and atten’ 


ses. Blue Diamond first class is like being in a 5-star hotel suite. Gold Class is the 
Se cr usyie οὶ for the full economy fare. Silver Class means low-fare excursions in comfort and 


style. 


reduced! 


So take advantage of the best travel value 
variety.and luxury for much less than you 


See you 
03- 


ΓΙᾺ GA A-SHARE OUR WORLD. 


S.A.A. Every, Tuesday to Johannesburg. 


THE BEST TRAVEL VALUE OF THE YEAR- 
SOUTH AFRICA BY SAA 


This is the year to visit South Africa. Fly there with South African Airways and you enjoy significant savings. 


scheme with TWELVE MONTHLY PAYMENTS, paid in 


_A.A.'s world-famous hospitality where ultra-spacious seating 
tive service are just some of the features. 


of the year. Statistics show South Africa gives vacation 
‘d pay in Europe or U.S.A.And now, fares are even further | 


travel agent or phone South African Airways: 
6691 96, 03-658388, 03-657759 
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OUDTSHOORN 


SINGULAR ATTRACTION 


OF THE SOUTHERN CAPE 
Plan your trip from April to September 


FOR 
Invigorating clear sunny days 


Special low season rates 
Unique holiday experiences 


essa Ss τον saintly: foes 
si ; Ride astride an ostrich ... 
ἰ 


ΝΥ 
Make tor the winning post at the Highgate and 
ν Safari Ostrich Farms. Put your stakes on a Derby 
iad you'll never forget. Gone are the days when the 
ostrich barons rode high on a lucrative wave of 


ostrich plumes, but they still breed the bicds at 


Oudtshoorn ... and give you insights of the 
industry. Buy an ostrich leather juckel or coat. αὶ 
feather bag or boa. Or even an ostrich ege. The 
equivalent of two dozen hen’s eggs, you ean eat an 
ostrich egg too. 


Grab the grin of a 
croc... 


Get the picture ol a lifetime at Cango τος Ranch 
where they teach them to smile ... all 300 οἱ 


them, from hatchlings measuring u mere thirty 
eenlimetres to man-eaters four metres long. Now 
that the boffins will have it that the croe’s nearest 
relative is a bird. this reptile will give you a grin. 
He's forgotten about crocodile tears. 


Wander wide in the 
Caverns of Cango... 


Their full extent can only be guessed. Over the 
millenia subterranean waters scoured the sub- 
stratum and released a labyrinth of mighty halls 
and chambers. Then in an alchemy of pure magic 


stalactites were wrought ... stalagmites bur- 
geoned from the floor beneath them. Walled in 
lantastic dripstone formations, curtained in 
caleite, the Cango Caves are unparalleled 5 
anywhere in the world. oo”. 


Greet a carnivore. Call him a cheetah ... 


aaa 


ary 


ee | Looks like a leopard and poses like a cat. But 
unlike the leopard he's not a true cat at all. 
Cheetahs, like dogs, cannot Cully sheathe their 
claws. Said to be the fastest mammal on earjh 
aunining a speed of 72 miles per hour. At 
Greystone Cheetah Wild Park - where they keep 
them - they'll tell you he's no long distance 
runner. Duped again? This fellah’s a sprinter, 
maintains his pave for a mere five hundred yards. 


τ Meet the people of Oudtshoorn 


They are real. They are warm. They are friendly. among them a reconstructed Synagogue dating 
And they are proud of their heritage. See the back to 1896, a tribute to the immense 
‘feather’ palaces, built by the barons in the heady coniribulion the Jewish community made to- 
days of high plumed fashion, Admire the culturat wards the development of Oudishoorn, at one 
and historicul displays at the C.P. Nel Museum, time called South Africa’s “Little Jerusalem". 


Ξ-------.--- 
[THE TOWN CLERK ἢ 
MUNICIPAL TOURIST BUREAU | 
P.O. BOX 255, OUDTSHOORN 6620 | 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA | 


1 am interested in OUDTSHOORN. Please 
send me more information and brochures 


NAME 


Stay at the Oudtshoorn 
Person to person service, for warmth of hospitality. 


and travel with Garden Route Tours, 


specialists for the area. 


Write to them at: P.O. Box 355, Plettenberg Bay 6600, 
South Africa, Telex: 57-21068. 
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IF THERE was ever a legend ε5- 
sociated with transportation in 
South Africa, it is the Blue Train — 
the height of luxury in a country in 
which “luxury” in tourism is a 


rd. 

Tadmittedly, this train is not for 
everyone. In an age in which an air- 
plane can transport one to u certain 
destinalion with the height of dis- 
comfort in little time, there are 
many who prefer speed to the utter 
comfort of a longer journey. 

Nor is the fact that bookings ure 
opened a year in udvance for this 
train a factor likely to induce a har- 
ried traveller to try his or her luck in 
securing a place. Often the train is 
full. Some South Africans told me 
they had been trying to go on the 
Blue Train for years and had never 
succeeded, 

But for the train buff in par- 
ticular, the Blue Train is an ex- 
perience one is likcly to remember 
for a long time. This is travel the 
way it ought to be. And il seems to 
pay. 

In a world in which passenger 
train service is becoming less and 
less frequent — and worse — the 
Blue Train is increasing its runs 
from two to three a week and of- 
ficials are talking about adding yet 
another one. 

The train itself gocs from Pretoria 
in the north of the country to Cupe 
Town in the south, a journey of 
about 25 hours. But most of the pas- 
sengers go to orfront-Johannesburg, 
thus shortening the trip by about an 
hour. One of the many liille extras 
making the train trip unique is that 
vehicles can be driven up onto the 
platform. One need unly step afew 
Metres to the tram enirance. 

Nor need you wonder uboul 
where you are lo be seated on the 
train. A full tist of pussengers is 
posted on the platform, with their 
respective compartment numbers. 
The door of the compartment itself 
bears o little curd with the pus- 
Senger's name printed on it, 

The first few minutes must, of 
Necessity, be devoted Lo sellling 
down, hanging one’s coal in the lit- 
He closet provided, slowing bags 
and suilcuses under the sent and on 
the luggage shelf, Then one begins 
lo “Lake in’ the little extras. 

A soft cushion is provided for 
your feet. A special dial provides 
music and radio programmes. 
Another swilch autumatically ad- 
Justs the heating and air- 
Conditioning, and another works the 
venetian blinds on the window, And 
the amazing thing is — it all works! 

We have all become conditioned 
to grimy old trains, bumping along 
—~ not only the few pitiful trains we 
have left for pussengers in Israel, 
but some of the so-called “first 
class" trains of Europe and North 
America which look as if they are 
about to fall apart. Here, one could 
Well be back in the days when going 
by train was still the main way of 
travelling, except of course that 
everything now is a little more 
Mechanised, : 

Just as I settled down to have ἃ 
look at the booklet written in. 


English and Afrikaans, about the. 


Various cities and towns en route, 
4nd to enjoy the bottle of sparkling 


white wine 80 thoughtfully provided 


Ὧν the railways, the steward looked 
ἰδ, telling me to be sure to ring if I 
need anything. The shower is down 

¢ hall. Just ring and he'll provide 
bath towels, are 


ANOTHER feature is a litle com-: 6 


Pattment next to the passageway 
ere 1 can leave my shoes to be 


caned. The steward tekes them” 
Sut during the night and .in the- 
Morning they are magically shiny 
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Well trained 


Travel is the way it ought to be, in the luxury of the Blue Train. 


and polished. 

We are still rolling through the 
urban periphery of Johannesburg, 
when the dining room steward 
makes his appearance. Having 
chosen the second sitting, 1 find that 
the scenery has changed con- 


siderably since the outset of the” 


journey. Now, as I survey the nine- 
act Theavy silver ‘service and 
glance over the wine list, 1 can jook 
out the window and view the open 
expanse. of the Karoo — golden 
brown brush and earth, with an oc- 
casionel skeleton-like tree. Every 50 
often we flash by 8 few buildings 
clustered together, race ἃ car on a 
parallel highway or sec ἃ lone 
figure, waving at (he train as it goes 


‘people [π΄ Johannesburg warned 


t vould’ be: the ‘boring 
me that this would be. the oring | 


part of the trip, 
book,” they told .m 


somehow it seemed far from boring. 
The meal itself, a steady progres- 
sion of course-upon-course, is hard- 
ly what one would describe as Aante 
culsine. It is more the heavy, solid 
food common to both English and 
Afrikaner South Africa. Butin con- 
trast to meals on most trains in the 
world, it is, if not exciting, at least 
wellcooked. ΄ : ἢ 
My dining companion is α retired 
engineer, now 82, who came (0 
South Africa from England some 50 
years ago. He is visiting his son and 
daughter-in-law and a new grand- 


-daughter in Cape Town. The last 


me he visited-them, he says, they 
ἐπ a speeding ticket bringing him 
home-from the dirport. This time, 
he decided 10 take the. train. 

As the shadows lengthen over the 
Karoo, 1 have my‘ afternoon nap. 
Then the steward brings the evening 


aper. 1 ordet tea, "as gore to 868, 
dcenery is manotonous, but bow guleliy wil coms. εὑϑολυμ. 


[ am thirsty, As 1 expected, the tea 
comes within minutes, with teapot, 
milk, hot water and sugar all in their 
heavy silvery containers. Then it is 


. lime for ashower, The shower room 


is spotless, the water hot, the towel 
large and soft. 

The evening meal is largely a 
repeut of the noon-time one, wilh 
fruit salad, fish and meat following 


in steady progression. This time, ᾿ 


glutton that I.am, 1 con barely eat 
my way through it all. In a mostly 
symbolic display of abstinence, | 
decide to forgo the rich creamy 
dessert. Only a bit of cheese with 
some biscuits help finish off my 
wine, © - : 


RETURNING lo my compart ment, 
now made up into a bedroom, J slip 


_ between the cool crisp sheets, lower 


the radio and take up my book, It is 
with difficully that T lurn off the. 
ight and. the radic. The steady 


rhythin of the train is putting me ta 
sleep. 

Only once | wake up. Pook at my 
witch, amaved to see thal it is still 
evening. The train is standing inthe 
station. Raising my blind | see, just 
across the tracks, anether train til- 
led with black peuple. Sonte are sil- 
ting duwn, but many are leaning oul 
the windows, calling tu friends, run- 
ning back and forth, buying fast 
minute drinks and snacks trom the 
vendors pushing their carts up und 
down the platform, 

Their irain pulls out. One young 
miin lingers on the platform and 
then with a show of bravado, swings 
abuard just us the train is gathering 
speed. 

All is quiet and then our own 
train polls out. Within a short time | 
am asleep agin. 

When F wake in the morning, we 
have lett the goklen brown κυ πο 
of the Karoo. The train is winding: 
through a series of lush river valleys, 
surrounded hy mauntains, The 
impressive scenery is on the care 
ridor side. ium σιν 1 pull up the 
shade tu the cortider and fie in bed 

alehiog 1 fiash by. Lhe steward, 
seeing Tam) awake. orders lew lor 
me. 

Tn he lonnge cir sailing te ge 
inte breaklast isa proup αὐ ¢ 
tourists, all armed with ease 
busy snapping away at the moun- 
tains, the vines ards, the Prot of the 
Inun which we can sec ay we go 
around «curve. The view from the 
dinsng roam itself is superb, with the 
sun steadily rising aver the valleys, 
Vittle heuses., and fields of 
veyrelibles anal Sues. nestled in the 
shadow al the meuntains 

Here there is mo tuonotans. Pach 
valley is dilferemt. every hill and 
Mountain a nev experience. It 
seems that 1 have hardy finehed 
breakfiet when Τα πα ἢ my first ight 


of Table Mountain, lowmning aver 
ape Pownl ἈΚΤΉΝ. ut is a few 
rninwies before Erealve Chat this is, 
“π [αν the Band tattapped main 


tan Unt indhoate ee nave arnved 
in Cape Teas 

Wear Woes ey haiming sue νςν 
Loinabe ΠΡ wen atl the train. 
THOLGID cer 


le μι! dus. 
urtows, the Ble cae {Γι} 1} 
the ents passen, wn popubic 
say tourists ΠῚ boat Ate [ἢ ὦ 
talk with Sarel Opperman of the 
South African Railways markeling 
departinent. | was told. that a the 
last COUNLTS to Use Steam engines on 
regular train run, South Africa is a 
haven for “steam” enthusiasts. 

For them, the highiight is the an- 
nual Steam Safari when enthusiasts 
go out for 14 days of travel on steam 
{rains, changing engines regularly. 
Opperman told me that popular as 
the safari is — with tourists coming 
in for it from all over the world. 
there are some fans of steam 
engines who shun it like the plague. 
They feel that the Steam Safari is a 
gimmick. For them, the real thrill 
lies in taking a regularly scheduled 
truin that still uscs a steam engine. 

Some of these are the long over- 
night runs on which passengers pay 
sepurately for their hedding. In fact, 
the Blue Train is the only one in 
which the cost of bedding is in- 
cluded. On the others, if you prefer, 
you can bring your own, 

One steam run, too short to call 
for bedding. is the Apple Express, 4 


In 


narrow-gauge train which brings the - 
apples to Port Elizabeth from the’. 
mountains of the Eastern Cape. On - 


this train, extra passenger cars are 
added during holiday months for: 
the many people of all ages who en- 
joy making this day-long excursion, 


. on what is only slightly bigger than & 
:foy.train, inte the Jush mountains of 


apple, country. ae ᾿ 
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earthly delights 


For those used to thinking of South Africa in terms of wildlife, the well 
tended greenery and broad beaches of the Garden Route, along the Eastern 
Cape, may come as a surprise. Here leisure-time activities may include 
surfing, boating, fishing and even hiking. The resort towns along the coust 
abound in small hotels, guest houses and holiday homes in which many local 
people spend their free time. Many such facilities are booked up during 
the local school holidays, but are available at bargain rates in the off-season. 


ἂν haat | 


GOLD is what it's all about. 

That’s what | learned ut what is 
probably the only gold mine in the 
world which makes money by nor 
mining gold: the Gold Mine 
Museum in Johannesburg. 

The museum itself is located at 
the 14 Shaft, Crown Mines, where 
1.4 million tons of gold were mined 
before it became uneconomical to 
work the shaft any longer. 

Now, with guides in 19th-cemtury 
dress and pianola music playing 
over loudspeakers, it is devoted to 
giving the public an idea of what 
mining was like in the “good old 
days." Guided by Jo — a 
knowledgable woman who, upon 
fearning 1 was from Israel, told me 
that only a few days before she had 
attended a joint synagogue-church 
service in honour of Israel's 
Independence Day — I learned as 
much as | ever wanted to know 
about gold mining. 

The tour began with a visit to a 
miner's cottage and then to an ar- 
tisan’s house. Much of the material 
on display, we learned, had been 
given to the museum by “Miss 
Emily,” a 90-year-old woman who 
could not bear to throw anything 
away and finally found herself 
forced to part with such items as ἃ 
stoneware water filter, a stuffed par- 
rot and an old-fashioned water 
pitcher and basin, when she moved 
into an old peoples’ home. 

The objects dated from the 
period following 1886 when a 
prospector, George Harrison, dis- 
covered gold al an wuterop that is 
part of the Crown Mines property. 
The resulting gold rush led lo the es- 
tablishment of the cily of Johun- 
nesburg. 

The highlight 01 ile: visit was A 


Golden oldies 


Become a gold-digger at Johannesburg's Gold Mine Museum. 


descent into the mine-shaft, 

After donning rubber boots, 
waterproofs and hard hats, we were 
shepherded into a cage by an 
amiable retired miner nomed Bert, 
who told us we would be missing 
much of the intense heat, pressure 
and dampness miners regularly ex- 
perience at depths of up to 3,000 
metres, We only went down to 225 
metres below the surface, just to get 
a feeling for the place, As Bert 
pointed out, we also did not des- 
cend at the normal miner's rate of 
15-metres-a-second — enough to 


“leave your body at the surface, 


when you're at the bottom.” 

1 was unhappy to learn that gold 
is not simply picked out of rock in 
lumps. It is found in tiny particles in 
certain kinds of rocks. The rock is 
blasted out and taken to the surface. 
Meanwhile, water must be pumped 
out, the shafl wails musl be propped 
up and the waste rock removed, 

The main passages are white- 
washed, not for aesthetic reasons, I 


dearned, but because this mitkes it 


possible to see if there are any 
cracks develaping. 

We were treated to demonsira- 
lions of both today’s power-drilling 
of the holes in which the dynamite is 
inserted, and of the old-fashioned, 
hand-hammering method. (We did 
not, fawesver, witness a blast telly 
BLK, a cabust 78, wld us hie was 
happy lo be busy again, Retirement 


was all right the first year, he said, 
then he got restless. He told us that 
some half-a-million black Africans 
are recruited from South Africa and 
elsewhere in the continent to work 
in the mines for periods averaging 
nine months. 

After a medical examination, 
workers are taken to the mines 
where they first spend a week leurn- 
ing Fanakalo, a mixture of English, 
Afrikaans and black African 
languages, which constitutes the 
lingua franca for a work force in 
which some 52 languages are 
spoken. Afler being given aptitude 
tests, they are assigned jobs. Tuduy, 
Bert said, it is possible for a black 
African to become ἢ supervisur. 
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Once at the top, we saw the giant 
lift mechanism which had lowered 
us down the shaft. Although the 
safety and braking mechanisms 
seemed impressive, we were happy 
not to go down again. 

Then it was on to a demonstration 
of gold-casting frum a white-hot 
crucible, with an armed guurd 
standing by just (o make sure no one 
becume over-enthiusiastic. 

Incidentally, in addition 10 gold 
the mines ulso produce urunium., 
but there were no samples of that to 
be seen. 

Both gold and uranium are now 
the object of residue-scurching 
operations in the old mines" dumps. 
It was these dumps which for many 
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years made life in Johannesburg less 
than ideal, Because of the cyanide 
used in (he extraction process, no 
greencry grew on the dumps and 
dust was a regular purt of life. Now 
the dumps ure being folinted, | 
Jearned, with help by experts from 
Israel. 

We had a clove view of the 
vegetation on one of the dumps 
from yet another part of the 
museum — from the wooden third- 
class bench of a Irain pulled by a 
vintage steam engine. Finally, going 
back furlher in history, we visited 
the camp of αὶ prospector, complete 
with tent, camp-tire und heavy iran 
weight for pulvericing gold-bearing 
rocks. 

The prospectar on hind came up 
with an impressive amount of guid 
sediments, but he Ireely admitted 
that his pan had been seeded with 
gold. I too, came up with an inpres- 
sive aniount — but my pun had been 
seeded with fool's μα. 

Here the tour ended, und unfor- 
-tunutely, nu samples were given oul, 
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On the Bible trail 


THE GROUP was ποῖ a usual one 
for Ben-Gurion, Airport — well- 
worn farmer types, many of them 
clutching their Bibles in their hands 
— but it was not an unusual group, ἴ 
learned Jater, for the South Africun 
Airways flight between Ben-Gurion 
Airport und Johannesburg. 

The passengers were members of 
a group of Afrikaaners who had 
come to visit Israel together with 
their minister. Often such peopic 
would tc!l me of their desire to see 
the land of the Bible. [n fact, it was 
sometimes the only foreign country 
they were interested in seeing. 

Bur others too had been in Israel 
or were planning to come. Young 
people would recount their ex- 


m9 


yon ΠῚ Jey. δ Ὁ 


periences in kibbutzim where they 
had worked as volunteers and 
coloured South Africans too would 
talk of seeing the Holy Land. 

For many of the Jews of South 
Africa, a visit to Israel seems to be 
something planned every few years, 
rather than a one time thing. 

One of the leaders in organizing 
travel to Israel is, perhaps curiously, 
the South African Railways, which, 
toduy include u wide network of: 
travel services including the South 
African Airways and a chain of 
travel agencies. It is the latter, 
which have a firm hold in the 
Afrikaaner market, which are in- 
slrumental in orgunizing (rips to 
Israel. 
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FLIGHTS IN ἘΠΕ > FLYING LUXURY HOTELS. 

A VARIETY OF PROGRAMMES FOR THE INDEPENDENT 
TRAVELLER.FLIGHTS AT SPECIAL RATES TO AUSTRALIA 
VIA SOUTH AFRICA — THE SAFE WAY. 
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Glitter domes — Johannesburg lights up at night. 
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A world 


in one 
country 


Special to the Jerusalem Post 


PEOPLE sceking an exciting place 
for overseas travel come back wer 
visiting South Afrien marveling at 
their varied experiences in “a whole 
world in one country.” 

What doves South Africa offer? 
Benches, nature reserves with tre 
animals, booming cities as well as 
agricultural communities, vast 
deserts, high waterfalls, a variety of 
architectural styles, and mines for 
gold, dinmonds und other mineral 
wealth. The visitor there will also 
find historical museums, sports 
facilities, high-quality accommoda- 
tion, efficient transportation ser- 
vices and — most important — very 
friendly people. ee 

This reputation for friendliness 
also extends to the national airline, 
SAA, which offers excellent service. 
The company has installed only 340 
seats in aircraft that, on other air- 
lines, carry 370, making travelling 
very comfortable. Kosher food is 
available on the planes and 
ure three travel classes: first (Blue 
Diamond), on par with five-star 
stundurds; Golden Class, superior 
service at reasonable rates; a0! 
Silver Class, pleasant flying at low 
cost. ᾿ 
Arrangements can be made in 
Israel for fying SAA which make it 
possible for everyone to get to 
South Africa. This is the oy aici 
which allows you to ΡΒ; 
monthly instalments, in shekels, π΄ 
linked and at very low interest. 
you can fly on to Australia after an 
enjoyable stay in South Africa, us- 
ing the same payment plan. of 

In July, there will be a number 
22-day ene τόν = to 
South Africa and Zimba 
travelling will receive full pote 
first-class and tourist-class hotel 
Further tours will be arranged later, 
and details are available at your 
travel agent or the offices of S. ᾿ 
5 Rehov Shalom Aleichem, ἐδ' 
Aviv (Tel. 658388 oF 657759). 


DUCERAPHIX 


A comparable holiday in Europe 
or the U.S, is usually much more ol 
pensive when.taking into conside! 


Tel. 02-23418 Hilton Hotel, Giv'at Ram Tel. 02-634097. Plaze Hotel, King Gorge: Stear, 

το on ΈΡΦΙΣ ete ‘82 Rehov Ha'ateme’yt Tol, 04-060881 Notanya: 33 Rehov Dizengolt, 
_ Te raliy8: Sharon Hotel, Tel. 062-87626. Rehovot: 167 Rahov Hen. 

TekO54.61080 Hadara: 66 Hgrbort Samuel Strest, Tel. 0803-22927. a 
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